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not reform because it had too much wealth and ease. He
knew a revolution was imminent and with good cause he
dreaded the future.
Soon after Mussolini came to power there was a
rebellion in Spain and Primo de Rivera became dictator.
He was not such a strong man as Mussolini, but he was a
good Catholic, and he wished the King of Spain to be
more closely in touch with the Vatican and with Fascist
Rome. Since the Pope in 1870 had made himself a
prisoner, no Catholic Spanish King or Queen had felt they
could go to Rome; now, however, things were beginning
to change, and the Pope was almost as anxious to see King
Alfonso as the latter was determined that his State visit
should be one of great pomp and ceremony.
The description of the visit in a letter to The Tablet
from Rome is a great contrast to the previous description
of the poverty-stricken conditions of the Catholic secular
priests in outlying country districts:
The journey from Spezia was made slowly with a rest
en route. The arrival in Rome was timed for noon and the
audience for one o*clock. Actually it was five minutes
to two when the cars arrived at the Vatican. From the
station the Royal guests went to the Quirinal, but not
to take up residence, passing straight to the Spanish
Embassy to the Holy See, thence after changing to the
Vatican* As has been already noted there were points
in which this audience to His Most Catholic Majesty
was marked above all other Royal audiences. Six
Papal cars were required and a correspondingly greater
number of the Papal Court in them to conduct the
sovereigns and their suites from the Spanish Embassy to
the Vatican, and the Embassy itself added three more